
Help! I need ideas for my next good read! 

New Fiction 
 The Magician’s Land by Lev Grossman.  Visiting his magical college after being cast out of the secret land of 

Fillory, Quentin Coldwater, accompanied by brilliant undergraduate Plum, encounters desperate practitioners of 

gray magic before discovering a sorcery masterwork that could dissolve the boundaries between Fillory and 

Earth. 

 2 A.M. at the Cat’s Pajamas by Marie-Helene Bertino.  A first novel by a Pushcart Prize-winning writer traces 

the unlikely bond between a precocious 9-year-old jazz singer, a divorcée teacher who would reunite with her 

high-school sweetheart and a club owner facing the imminent loss of his Philadelphia business. 

 Secrets of the lighthouse by Santa Montefiore.  Fleeing a hated job and a fiancé she does not love, Ellen visits 

her aunt's cottage on the wild Irish coast of Connemara and becomes engrossed in a local tragedy involving a 

young mother's death in a lighthouse fire, while the ghost of the victim watches over her family and mourns her 

lost future. 

 The Kills: Sutler, the Masiive, the Kill, and the Hit by Richard House.  A single-volume release of an acclaimed 

four-part Guardian Best Book of the Year follows the experiences of a man on the run from a conspiracy that 

takes him from the ashes of war-torn Iraq through multiple continents into Italy. 

 Frozen dead by Bernard Minier.  A U.S. release of an international best-seller is set in a high-security French 

Pyrenees asylum for the criminally insane and follows the experiences of psychologist Diane Berg, who helps 

Commandant Martin Servaz investigate a brutal killing and the disappearance of medications. 

New Non-Fiction 
 Getting life: and innocent man’s 25-year journey from prison to peace by Michael Morton.  Draws on personal 

recollections, court transcripts and extensive journal entries to recount the author's wrongful conviction and 

imprisonment for the murder of his wife, sharing for the first time his views on the conviction of the actual killer 

and the legal malpractice charges against his prosecutor. 

 First Family detail : Secret Service agents reveal the hidden lives of the presidents by Ronald Kessler.  The 

award-winning author of The Secrets of the FBI investigates the relationship between the Secret Service and the 

presidency as reflected by the protective practices surrounding the First Ladies and children of Presidents 

Truman through Obama. 

 Mini Quilts : fresh, fun patterns to quilt in a snap by Jodie & Jayne Davis.  This book presents step-by-step 

instructions for all sorts of wonderful quilt techniques to sample and experience quilting satisfaction. Each mini 

quilt is a worthwhile project on its own, a way to use leftover scraps or fabric stash, and can also be used as a 

component in a larger project. 

 The mockingbird next door : life with Harper Lee by Marja Mills.  A journalist who befriended the notoriously 

quiet and private author of "To Kill a Mockingbird" describes her personal friendship with Harper Lee and her 

sister and how she eventually moved in next door to the two women and become part of their life in Alabama. 

 A Spy among friends : Kim Philby and the great betrayal by Ben Macintyre.   A portrait of the notorious 

twentieth-century spy discusses his rise in MI6, high-profile intelligence friendships, and twenty-year espionage 

operation that culminated in his 1963 defection to Moscow. 
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