
Help! I need ideas for my next good read! 

New Fiction 
 Still life with bread crumbs by Anna Quindlen.  Abandoning her expensive world to move to a small country 

cabin, a once world-famous photographer bonds with a local man and begins to see the world around her in 

new, deeper dimensions while evaluating second chances at love, career and self-understanding. By the Pulitzer 

Prize-winning author of Living Out Loud. 

 Red Rising by Pierce Brown.  A tale set in a bleak future society torn by class divisions follows the experiences of 

secret revolutionary Darrow, who after witnessing his wife's execution by an oppressive government joins a 

revolutionary cell and attempts to infiltrate an elite military academy. 

 Ripper by Isabel Allende.  Fascinated by the dark side of human nature, high school senior Amanda Jackson, a 

natural-born sleuth addicted to an online mystery game called Ripper, launches her own investigation into a 

string of strange murders across the city that hits too close to home when her mother vanishes. 

 An unnecessary woman by Rabih Alameddine.  An obsessive introvert in Beirut, eschewed by her family and 

neighbors for her divorced status and lack of religious reverence, quietly translates favorite books into Arabic 

while struggling with her aging body until an unthinkable disaster threatens what little life remains to her. 

 Somerset by Leila Meacham.  Follows the lives of two antebellum southerners, Silas Toliver and his best friend 

Jeremy Warwick, as they head into a new territory known as “Texas” in search of black gold in this prequel to 

the best-selling novel Roses. 

 Orfeo by Richard Powers.  An experimental composer becomes a fugitive after his home microbiology lab, set 

up to find music in surprising patterns, results in a Homeland Security raid. 

New Non-Fiction 
 The loudest voice in the room: how the brilliant, bombastic Roger Ailes built Fox News – and divided a country 

by Gabriel Sherman.  An inside account of the story of Fox News offers insight into its operations and influence, 

covering such topics as the original launch of a conservative cable news network by Roger Ailes and Rupert 

Murdoch, Ailes's campaign-like management style and the ways in which Fox has become a dominant and 

lucrative force in American politics. 

 The Parthenon enigma by Joan Bretan Connelly.  A revisionist portrait of the influential structure challenges 

basic understandings of the civilization identified with it, explaining how the author's recreation of the ancient 

building from its natural environment to its pediment uncover a monument glorifying human sacrifice set in a 

world of cult rituals considerably different from current beliefs. By the author of Portrait of a Priestess. 

 The Pope and Mussolini: the secret history of Pius XI and the rise of Fascism in Europe by David I. Kertzer.  

Analyzes the relationship between Pius XI and the notorious Italian dictator, tracing how after coming into 

power in the same year they forged covert ties to one another to consolidate power and pursue political goals. 

 Careless people: murder, mayhem, and the invention of the Great Gatsby by Sarah Churchwell.  An 

investigation into the inspiration behind F. Scott Fitzgerald's masterpiece traces his parties and quarrels at the 

side of Zelda amid the scandals and milestones of 1922 before a brutal double murder in New Jersey set the 

stage for what was to become an American classic. 

 Glitter and glue: a memoir by Kelly Corrigan.  Presents an account of the author's perspectives on motherhood, 

which have been shaped by her job as a nanny for a grieving Australian family and her character-testing 

experiences with her daughters. 
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