
Help! I need ideas for my next good read! 

New Fiction 
 The heart does not grow back by Fred Venturini.  Developing the ability to regenerate his organs and limbs 

after a catastrophic event, Dale Sampson, a small-town nobody, decides to use his gift to save a girl from his past 

from a violent husband, which takes him to Hollywood and into the crosshairs of shadowy forces determined to 

use and abuse him. 

  The laughing monsters by Denis Johnson.  A businessman, a skeptical soldier of fortune and the soldier's 

girlfriend embark on a family visit to the Uganda-Congo borderland that is overshadowed by shifting loyalties 

and respective secrets. By the National Book Award-winning author of Tree of Smoke. 

 Let me be Frank with you by Richard Ford.  In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, Frank Bascombe travels to the 

site of his former home on the shore, visits his ex-wife, who is suffering with Parkinson's, and meets a dying 

former friend.  

 A map of betrayal by Ha Jin.  Shocked by discoveries in her late CIA mole father's diary, Lilian Shang travels to 

China to meet the family her father was forced to abandon after World War II.  

 Limbo by Melania Mazzucco.  Returning home to a seaside town outside of Rome, 27-year-old Manuela Paris, a 

soldier injured in Afghanistan, embarks on an affair with a mysterious stranger, who, like her, is suspended in his 

own private limbo of expectation and hope and helps her confront the secrets she, as well as those around her, 

have been hiding. 

 Mermaids in paradise by Lydia Millet.  Deb and Chip, a couple honeymooning at a Caribbean resort, meet a 

marine biologist who claims to have sighted mermaids at a nearby coral reef, and join with other adventurers to 

protect the mermaids when the resort reveals plans to build a theme park on the reef. 

New Non-Fiction 
 Animal weapons: the evolution of battle by Douglas John Emlen.  An exploration of the extreme weapons seen 

in the animal world--teeth, horns, and claws--draws parallels to the way humans develop and employ their own 

weapons. 

  So anyway… by John Cleese.  A rollicking memoir by the legendary Monty Python comic traces his ascent in the 

entertainment world, from his humble origins and early collaborations with Graham Chapman through his 

uproarious achievements in multiple venues. 

 Top dog: the story of Marine hero Lucca by Maria Goodavage.  The best-selling author of Soldier Dogs returns 

with the incredible story of K-9 Marine hero Lucca, and the handlers who fought alongside her through two 

bloody wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 Why we lost: a general’s account of the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars by Daniel Bolger.  A three-star general 

offers an insider account of the U.S. wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, explaining how garbled intelligence, poor 

decision making, and no clear understanding of the enemy resulted in the failure of both missions.  

 Mayo clinic going gluten-free by Joesph A. Murray, M.D.  Shares authoritative guidelines and recipes for 

transitioning to a gluten-free diet, counseling celiac patients and parents of children with celiac disease on how 

to choose strategic alternatives to favorite gluten-containing ingredients. 
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