
Help! I need ideas for my next good read! 

New fiction: 

 Indiscretion by Charles Dubow. Story of a New England writer and his family destroyed by an affair. Gatsby-like 

in its evocations of wealth and fame and the underside of the privileged life.  

 Reconstructing Amelia by Kimberly McCreight. A heart-breaking tale of a woman who will do whatever it takes 

to get to the truth of a daughter’s so called suicide. In this case, single mother Kate Baron cannot believe that 

her high- achiever 15 year old daughter Amelia jumped from the roof of her New York private school. Kate 

harbors guilt about the long hours she works at her prestigious law firm. It’s the story of how far a mother will 

go to vindicate the memory of a daughter whose life she couldn’t save. Fans of Gillian Flynn's Gone Girl will find 

Reconstructing Amelia just as gripping and surprising. 

 Life After Life by Kate Atkinson. What if you could live again and again, until you got it right? On a cold and 

snowy night in 1910, Ursula Todd is born to an English banker and his wife. She dies before she can draw her 

first breath. On that same cold and snowy night, Ursula Todd is born, lets out a lusty wail, and embarks upon a 

life that will be, to say the least, unusual. For as she grows, she also dies, repeatedly, in a variety of ways, while 

the young century marches on towards its second cataclysmic world war. Does Ursula's apparently infinite 

number of lives give her the power to save the world from its inevitable destiny? And if she can -- will she?  

 Three Graves Full by Jamie Mason. Pushed into committing a murder that he covers up by burying the body in 

his backyard, mild-mannered Jason Getty finds his life completely unraveling when a landscaper discovers two 

other graves on his property.  First novel by this author, hope for more thrillers in the future.  

 View from Penthouse B by Elinor Lipman. Two newly-single sisters, one a divorcée, the other a widow, become 

roommates with a handsome, gay cupcake-baker as they try to return to the dating world of lower Manhattan. 

Witty and wryly observant, a pleasure of a read, not to feel guilty about.  

 Mission to Paris by Alan Furst.  Great spy story set before WW 2 in Paris. Movie stars, diplomats, spies and Nazis 

combine make this an exhilarating page-turner.  

New Non-fiction: 

 Gulp: adventures in the alimentary canal by Mary Roach. Scientific exploration of our digestive organs but with 

humorous and always interesting twists. Only a curious, adventuresome writer like Mary Roach (Spook, Stiff) 

could pull this one off.  

 After Visiting Friends : a son’s story.  Michael Hainey had just turned six when  his father Bob  had been found 

dead near his car on Chicago's North Side of an apparent heart attack. 35 years old and working for Chicago Sun-

Times, Bob was a bright and shining star in the competitive, hard-living world of newspapers. He left behind a 

young widow and 2 sons--and questions surrounding the mysterious nature of his death that would obsess 

Michael long into adulthood. Finally, roughly his father's age when he died, and a seasoned reporter himself, 

Michael sets out to learn what happened that night. 

 Storm Kings: untold history of America’s first tornado chasers by Lee Sandlin. A riveting story of supercell 

tornadoes and the quirky, pioneering obsessed men whose discoveries created the science of modern 

meteorology.  

 The Mansion of Happiness: a history of life and death by Jill Lepore. A history of American ideas about life and 

death includes coverage of topics ranging from the 17th-century Englishman who investigated a belief about life 

starting with eggs and the heated debates over Darwin's evolutionary findings to the role of the Space Age in 

changing views on planetary life to the 1970s trends in cryogenics. Well-written and engaging. 
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