
Help! I need ideas for my next good read! 

New Fiction 
 Roosevelt’s beast by Louis Bayard.  A dramatic reimagining of the ill-fated 1914 Amazon expedition shared by 

the 26th President and his son, Kermit, documents their struggles with hunger and malaria before being 

captured by an Amazonian tribe that requires them to hunt a mysterious beast. 

 William Shakespeare’s The empire striketh back: Star Wars part the fifth by Ian Doescher.  A follow-up to the 

best-selling William Shakespeare's Star Wars: Verily, a New Hope returns readers to a galaxy far, far away, 

where a brooding young hero, a power-mad emperor and their jesting droids match wits, struggle for power and 

soliloquize in elegant iambic pentameter. 

 Vintage by Susan Gloss.  This beautiful story of friendship and love follows the patrons of Hourglass Vintage in 

Madison, Wisconsin where every item in this boutique has its own tale to tell as do the women who are drawn 

there. 

 Falling out of time by David Grossman.  Announcing that he must embark on a journey in search of his dead 

son, a man walks in ever-widening circles around his town and beyond, picking up similarly bereaved 

companions with whom he explores questions about the potential for overcoming death and reconnecting with 

lost loved ones. 

 The storied life of A. J. Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin.  When his most prized possession, a rare collection of Poe 

poems, is stolen, bookstore owner A. J. Fikry begins isolating himself from his friends, family and associates 

before receiving a mysterious package that compels him to remake his life.  

New Non-Fiction 
 Savage harvest: a tale of cannibals, colonialism, and Michael Rockefeller’s tragic quest for primitive art by Carl 

Hoffman.  Retracing the steps of Michael C. Rockefeller who, in 1961, went missing during an expedition to New 

Guinea, an avid traveler immerses himself in the world of former headhunters and cannibals to uncover 

generations of a local native tribe who seemingly know the truth behind Rockefeller's disappearance. 

 Caffeinated: how our daily habit helps, hurst, and hooks us by Murray Carpenter.  Exposes the truth about 

caffeine, the unregulated, addictive drug found in common drinks and pain medications and explains how it 

affects mood and athletic performance, how it is used to cement buying patterns and its role in obesity and 

anxiety. 

 10% happier: how I tamed the voice in my head, reduced stress without losing my edge, and found self-help 

that actually works – a true story by Dan Harris.  The Nightline anchor, who had a nationally televised panic 

attack on Good Morning America, takes readers on a rollicking ride through the outer reaches of neuroscience 

to the inner sanctum of network news during which he discovered a way to get happier that is truly achievable. 

 Dinosaurs without bones: dinosaur lives revealed by their trace fossils by Anthony J. Martin.  Explores the 

amazing world of ichnology, or the study of trace fossils including tracks, trails, burrows, nests, tooth marks and 

other forensic clues that provide additional information on the lives of the dinosaurs. 

 How about never – is never good for you?: my life in cartoons by Bob Mankoff.  A memoir in cartoons by a 

longtime editor of The New Yorker collects his most popular illustrations and a selection of myriad images in a 

tribute to the form that traces his youth and career while assessing the psychology of cartooning. 
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