
 
Grafton Public Library 
November, 2012 

 

Help! I need ideas for my next read! 

Here are some newer books you might want to try… 

Contemporary fiction 

 The Art Forger by B. A. Shapiro, a real life art heist inspired this gripping thriller. An artist whose 
reputation has been tarnished by scandal stumbles on a Degas painting that disappeared twenty-five years ago 
and agrees to forge it for a gallery owner, until she realizes that the art she is forging may itself be a forgery.  

 Dear Life by Alice Munro. A master of the short story, this new book by Munro illuminates moments that 
shape a life, from a dream or a sexual act to simple twists of fate, and is set in the countryside around Lake 
Huron. 

 Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult.  In the aftermath of a small-town school shooting, lawyer Jordan 
McAfee finds himself defending a youth who desperately needs someone on his side, while detective Patrick 
Ducharme works with the primary witness--the daughter of the judge assigned to the case-- contemporary 
issues told through the lens of small town families.  

 Round House by Louise Erdich. This author just won the National Book award for her book, a mystery set  
on a reservation in North Dakota. When his mother slips into an abyss of depression after being brutally 
attacked, fourteen-year-old Joe Coutz sets out with his three friends to find the person that destroyed his family.  

 State of Wonder by Anne Patchett a provocative, ambitious novel set deep in the Amazon jungle, 
replete with poison arrows, devouring snakes, and a neighboring tribe of cannibals. A research scientist with a 
Minnesota pharmaceutical company   is sent to Brazil to track down her former mentor who seems to have all 
but disappeared in the Amazon while working on what is destined to be an extremely valuable new drug. 

 White Tiger by Adiga Aravind. Balram Halwai is a complicated man: Servant. Philosopher. Entrepreneur. 
Murderer. Set in modern India, over the course of seven nights, Balram tells the terrible and transfixing story of 
how he came to be a success in life--having nothing but his own wits to help him along. This story’s  moral 
ambiguities provide lots of fodder for book discussion. 

 

History and biography 
 

 Killing Lincoln by Bill O’Reilly.  Describes with thrilling immediacy the events surrounding the assassination 
of Abraham Lincoln and the hunt to track down John Wilkes Booth and his accomplices.  This same author (and 

talk-show host) more recently wrote Killing Kennedy, an account of another presidential assassination. 

 Wolf Hall and its sequel Bring up the Bodies by Hillary Mantel.  Can’t get enough of the Tudors? These 
novels trace the rise and fall of Thomas Cromwell, a commoner who rose to be Chancellor of England under 

Henry VIII. An unusual writing style makes the reader feel the immediacy of events as they unfold. Read  Wolf 

Hall to learn how Cromwell engineers Henry’s divorce from Katherine in order to marry Anne Boleyn. Read  

Bring up the Bodies to learn how Cromwell takes down Anne when she does not produce an heir to the 
throne.  A third book about Cromwell’s downfall is in the works and will be out next year.  

 Yes, Chef by Marcus Samuelson. Memoir of an Ethiopian boy adopted by a Swedish family after his 
mother dies; and who grows up to be a James Beard award winning chef and owns a restaurant in New York 
City. This is an inspirational journey.  

 
 
 


