
Help! I need ideas for my next good read! 

New Fiction 
 Lock in by John Scalzi.  When a new virus causes one percent of the population to become completely paralyzed 

in body but not in mind, America pursues a scientific initiative to develop a virtual-reality world for victims, with 

unexpected consequences. By the Hugo Award-winning author of Redshirts. 

 The story of land and sea by Katy Simpson Smith.  A sweeping generational story, set in a small coastal town in 

North Carolina during the waning years of the American Revolution follows fathers and daughters, mother and 

son, and master and slave as they search for redemption during a time of war, servitude and love. 

 The miniaturist by Jessie Burton.  Engaging the services of a miniaturist to furnish a cabinet-sized replica of her 

hew home, Nella Oortman, the wife of a merchant in seventeenth-century Amsterdam, discovers that the 

artist's tiny creations mirror their real-life counterparts in eerie and unexpected ways. 

 Lisette’s List by Susan Vreeland.  A tale centered on the lives of Provence-inspired master artists follows the 

experiences of an exiled young Parisian who cares for her husband's ailing grandfather during the Vichy regime 

and rediscovers love through the master works of Cezanne, Pissarro, Chagall and Picasso. By the best-selling 

author of The Girl in Hyacinth Blue. 

 Sweetness #9 by Stephan Eirik Clark.  A father who worked as an apprentice flavor chemist chose to ignore the 

disturbing side effects he noticed in tests on Sweetness #9, which became America's most popular sweetener, 

and wonders if the problems afflicting his family years later are due to his silence. 

New Non-Fiction 
 Scale: seven proven principles to grow your business and get your life back by Jeff Hoffman and David Finkel.  

Builds on approaches to business growth that do not overly rely on owners, sharing advice on how to expand 

one's existing business while gaining more personal freedom by implementing three core elements of a stable 

base and pursuing strategic growth venues. 

 The organized mind: thinking straight in the age of information overload by Daniel J. Levitin.  The 

neuroscientist author of This Is Your Brain on Music evaluates how the human brain responds to today's 

information-driven culture, drawing on the latest scientific discoveries to explore how the brain is struggling or 

adapting in the areas of attention, memory and decision-making. 

 Working stiff: two years, 262 bodies, and the making of a medical examiner by Judy Melinek.  A New York City 

forensic pathologist and her Harvard-educated husband describe her experiences as a student and doctor 

throughout the events of September 11, the subsequent anthrax bio-terrorism attack and the disastrous crash 

of Flight 587. 

 In the kingdom of ice: the grand and terrible polar voyage of the U.S.S. Jeanette by Hampton Sides.  Recounts 

the ill-fated nineteenth-century naval expedition to the North Pole under the leadership of George Washington 

De Long that resulted in the sinking of the USS Jeannette and the crew's epic struggle for survival in the harsh 

and unforgiving Arctic environment. 

 The Price of silence: a mom’s perspective on mental illness by Liza Long.  The author of the viral essay, "I Am 

Adam Lanza's Mother," presents a sobering assessment of today's approaches to mental illness, arguing that 

stigmas result in poor education, inadequate mental health care and juvenile detention systems that often lead 

to imprisonment and tragedy. 
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