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What is  

Mystery Fiction? 

Plum-Ucci, Carol—The Night My Sister Went  

Missing 
 When his sister goes missing under mysterious 

circumstances, seventeen-year-old Kurt spends a night at 

the local police station overhearing statements from a 

variety of witnesses that reveal the deep prejudices and 

shocking secrets of his small beach community.  

 

Springer, Nancy —Blood Trail 
 After his best friend is murdered, seventeen-year

-old Booger realizes he is the only one who has any idea 

who might have committed the crime--but he doesn't dare 

tell anyone.  

 

Valentine, Jenny—Me, the Missing, and the Dead 
 When a series of chance events leaves him in 

possession of an urn with ashes, sixteen-year-old Lon-

doner, Lucas Swain, becomes convinced that its occupant, 

Violet Park, is communicating with him, initiating a voyage 

of self-discovery that forces him to finally confront the 

events surrounding his father's sudden disappearance.  

 

Westerfeld, Scott —So Yesterday 
 Hunter Braque, a New York City teenager who is 

paid by corporations to spot what is "cool," combines his 

analytical skills with girlfriend Jen's creative talents to find 

a missing person and thwart a conspiracy directed at the 

heart of consumer culture. 

Zusak, Markus—I Am the Messenger 
 After capturing a bank robber, nineteen-year-old 

cab driver Ed Kennedy begins receiving mysterious mes-

sages that direct him to addresses where people need help, 

and he begins getting over his lifelong feeling of worthless-

ness.  
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WHAT IS MYSTERY FICTION? 

Mystery is a genre of fiction in 
which a detective, either an 
amateur or a professional, 

solves a crime or a series of 
crimes. Because detective  

stories rely on logic,  
supernatural elements rarely 

come into play. 
 

Popular Titles 
 

Abrahams, Peter— Echo Falls (series) 
 Like her idol Sherlock Holmes, eighth grader 

Ingrid Levin-Hill uses her intellect to solve a murder 

case in her home town of Echo Falls.  

 

Arnold, Tedd —Rat Life 
 After developing an unusual friendship with a 

young Vietnam War veteran in 1972, fourteen-year-old 

Todd discovers his writing talent and solves a murder 

mystery.  

 

Beaudoin, Sean—You Killed Wesley Payne 
 When hard-boiled, seventeen-year-old private 

investigator Dalton Rev transfers to Salt River High to 

solve the case of a dead student, he has his hands full 

trying to outwit the police, negotiate the school's social 

hierarchy, and get paid.  

Grisham, John —Theodore Boone (series) 

 With two attorneys for parents, thirteen-year-

old Theodore Boone knows more about the law than most 

lawyers do. But when a high profile murder trial comes to 

his small town and Theo gets pulled into it, it's up to this 

amateur attorney to save the day.  
 

Hiaasen, Carl —Scat  

 Nick and his friend Marta decide to investigate 

when a mysterious fire starts near a Florida wildlife  

preserve and an unpopular teacher goes missing.  

  

Hodkin, Michelle —The Unbecoming of Mara Dyer 
 Seventeen-year-old Mara cannot remember the 

accident that took the lives of three of her friends but, 

after moving from Rhode Island to Florida, finding love 

with Noah, and more deaths, she realizes uncovering 

something buried in her memory might save her family 

and her future.  

 

Hoffman, Mary — Falconer’s Knot 
 Silvano and Chiara, teens sent to live in a friary 

and a nunnery in Renaissance Italy, are drawn to one  

another and dream of a future together, but when  

murders are committed in the friary, they must discover 

who is behind the crimes before they can realize their 

love.  

 

Parker, Robert B. —The Boxer and the Spy 

 Fifteen-year-old Terry, an aspiring boxer,  

uncovers the mystery behind the unexpected death of a 

classmate.  

 

 

Blundell, Judy—What I Saw and How I Lied 
 In 1947, with her jovial stepfather Joe back from the 

war and family life returning to normal, teenage Evie, smitten 

by the handsome young ex-GI who seems to have a secret 

hold on Joe, finds herself caught in a complicated web of lies 

whose devastating outcome change her life and that of her 

family forever.  

 

Bradbury, Jennifer —Shift 
 When best friends Chris and Win go on a cross 

country bicycle trek the summer after graduating and only 

one returns, the FBI wants to know what happened.  

 

Coben, Harlan —Shelter  
 After tragic events tear Mickey Bolitar away from 

his parents, he is forced to live with his estranged Uncle 

Myron and switch high schools, where he finds both friends 

and enemies, but when his new new girlfriend, Ashley, van-

ishes, he follows her trail into a seedy underworld that re-

veals she is not what she seems to be.  

 

Colfer, Eoin —Half-Moon Investigations 
 Twelve-year-old private investigator Fletcher Moon, 

nicknamed "Half Moon" because of his shortness, must track 

down a conspiracy or be framed for a crime he did not  

commit.  

 

Cooney, Caroline B.  —If the Witness Lied 
 Torn apart by tragedies and the publicity they 

brought, siblings Smithy, Jack, and Madison, aged fourteen to 

sixteen, tap into their parent's courage to pull together and 

protect their brother Tris, nearly three, from further media 

exploitation and a much more sinister threat.  

 



 

 

 


