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Telescopes can be complicated, difficult-to-use instruments. They 
need not be that way, though. Library patrons now have an  
opportunity to view the heavens through a telescope with good  
optics and a basic, easy-to-use design. Without having a great deal 
of expertise, the patron can obtain clear observations of craters on 
our Moon, Jupiter and its moons, Saturn and its rings, and the 
brighter star clusters and nebulae. 
 
This 4.5 inch aperture telescope captures an equivalent amount of light as 250 human 
eyes. It has a zoom eyepiece, which gives a range of magnifications from 20 power to 
60 power, and shows a large field of view spanning from 1Ü to over 2Ü. This telescope 
and zoom eyepiece combination gives the library patron a good introduction to the 
wonders that await in the night sky. 

 
 
 

 
The basics of the Library Loaner Telescope Program were originally conceived by the 
New Hampshire Astronomical Society (nhastro.com/ltp.php). The Astronomical League 
greatly appreciates its efforts in creating the library telescope program. 
 
The Astronomical League promotes the advancement and understanding of astronomy 
and related sciences among its 16,000 members and the public-at-large. More 
information about the Astronomical League can be found at www.astroleague.org. 
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 Orion StarBlast 4.5" Telescope 
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The Northern Cross Science Foundation is a non-profit organization that has been a window 
to the universe for all of the Milwaukee north shore and its western neighbors since 1974. 
Dedicated to the pursuit of astronomy and related sciences on an amateur level, the NCSF is 
a small, friendly organization, where members come from all walks of life. Anyone will feel 
comfortable as you take your first step and see the universe "up close and personal."  
Please check us out! 

Northern Cross  
Science Foundation 
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ǎŎƻǇŜ Program. The Club is providing the library with ongoing help in edu-

cation and maintenance of the telescope.   
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Users Manual: Telescope Operation 
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Transporting the Telescope 

The easiest way to carry the scope is to place your forearm under the telescope tube 

when it is in a level position, and lift, holding the upright support against your side.  

When in a car, simply place the scope on a seat and use a seatbelt to secure it.         

The lap belt goes across the base, and the chest belt should cross the tube.  Always 

move the scope gently so as not to bump the eyepiece or finder. 

Telescope Setup 

The most important thing that you can provide is a sturdy table for the telescope to sit 

on.  A wiggly table will introduce a bothersome vibrations that are amplified in the       tel-

escope.  A solid small table or picnic table is ideal and places the eyepiece at a    com-

fortable height. You should face the telescope with the Sun Warning Sticker facing you, 

then the eyepiece will be tipped  toward you when viewing. 
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Learn the Loaner Scopeôs basic anatomy 


