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Sepetys, Ruta—Between Shades of Gray 
 In 1941, Lina and her family are pulled from 

their Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent to Sibe-

ria, where her father is sentenced to death in a prison 

camp while she fights for her life, vowing to honor her 

family and the thousands like hers.  
 

Sharenow, Robert—The Berlin Boxing Club 
 In 1936 Berlin, fourteen-year-old Karl Stern, 

considered Jewish despite a non-religious upbringing, 

learns to box from the legendary Max Schmeling while 

struggling with the realities of the Holocaust.  

 

Wein, Elizabeth—Code Name Verity 
 In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-

occupied France and the survivor tells a tale of friend-

ship, war, espionage, and great courage as she relates 

what she must to survive while keeping secret all that 

she can.  

 

Wolf, Allan—The Watch That Ends the Night:  
Voices from the Titanic 
 Recreates the 1912 sinking of the Titanic as 

observed by millionaire John Jacob Astor, a beautiful 

young Lebanese refugee finding first love, "Unsinkable" 

Molly Brown, Captain Smith, and others including the 

iceberg itself.  
 

Zusak, Markus—The Book Thief 
 Trying to make sense of the horrors of World 

War II, Death relates the story of Liesel--a young Ger-

man girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents 

help sustain her family and the Jewish man they are 

hiding, as well as their neighbors.  
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WHAT IS HISTORICAL FICTION? 

Historical fiction tells a story that 
is set in the past. That setting is  

usually real and drawn from history, 
and often contains actual historical 
persons, but the main characters 
tend to be fictional.  Quite often, 

events of  historical importance are 
used with the fictional character’s 

story surrounding it. 
 

Popular Titles 
 

Alvarez, Julia—Before We Were Free 
 In the early 1960s in the Dominican Republic, 

twelve-year-old Anita learns that her family is involved 

in the underground movement to end the bloody rule of 

the dictator, General Trujillo. 

Anderson, Laurie Halse—Chains 
 After being sold to a cruel couple in New York 

City, a slave named Isabel spies for the rebels during 

the Revolutionary War. 

 

Avi—Iron Thunder 
 Tom's job as an assistant to Captain John 

Ericsson, the inventor of the Monitor, makes him a tar-

get of Confederate spies.  

Lester, Julius—Day of Tears 

 Emma has taken care of the Butler children 

since Sarah and Frances's mother, Fanny, left. Emma 

wants to raise the girls to have good hearts, as a rift over 

slavery has ripped the Butler household apart. Now, to pay 

off debts, Pierce Butler wants to cash in his slave 

"assets", possibly including Emma. 

 

Mazer, Harry—A Boy at War:  A Novel of Pearl 

Harbor 

 While fishing with his friends off Honolulu on 

December 7, 1941, teenaged Adam is caught in the midst of 

the Japanese attack and through the chaos of the subse-

quent days tries to find his father, a naval officer who was 

serving on the U.S.S. Arizona when the bombs fell.  

 

McKernan, Victoria—The Devil’s Paintbox 
 In 1865, fifteen-year-old Aiden and his thirteen-

year-old sister Maddy, penniless orphans, leave drought-

stricken Kansas on a wagon train hoping for a better life 

in Seattle, but find there are still many hardships to be 

faced.  
 

Peck, Richard—The River Between Us 
 During the early days of the Civil War, the Pruitt 

family takes in two mysterious young ladies who have fled 

New Orleans to come north to Illinois.  

 

Rees, Celia—Witch Child  
 In 1659, fourteen-year-old Mary Newbury keeps 
a journal of her voyage from England to the New World and 

her experiences living as a witch in a community of Puri-

tans near Salem, Massachusetts.  

Bruchac, Joseph—Code Talker 
After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that 

Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo 

men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, 

sending messages during World War II in their native tongue.  

 

Curtis, Christopher Paul—Bud, Not Buddy 
 Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in Flint, 

Michigan, during the Great Depression, escapes a bad foster 

home and sets out in search of the man he believes to be his 

father--the renowned bandleader, H.E. Calloway of Grand 

Rapids.  

 

Donnelly, Jennifer—A Northern Light 
 In 1906, sixteen-year-old Mattie, determined to at-

tend college and be a writer against the wishes of her father 

and fiance, takes a job at a summer inn where she discovers 

the truth about the death of a guest. Based on a true story.  
  

Draper, Sharon—Copper Sun 

 Two fifteen-year-old girls--one a slave and the 

other an indentured servant--escape their Carolina planta-

tion and try to make their way to Fort Moses, Florida, a Span-

ish colony that gives sanctuary to slaves.  

 

Haddix, Margaret Peteron—Uprising 
 In 1927, at the urging of twenty-one-year-old Har-

riet, Mrs. Livingston reluctantly recalls her experiences at the 

Triangle Shirtwaist factory, including miserable working con-

ditions that led to a strike, then the fire that took the lives of 

her two best friends, when Harriet, the boss's daughter, was 

only five years old.  

 


